
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 15 October 2009] 

 p8187d-8188a 
Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Troy Buswell 

 [1] 

NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT ON REMOTE INDIGENOUS HOUSING 

808. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Housing and Works: 

I refer to the National Partnership Agreement on Remote Indigenous Housing and to the minister’s answer 
yesterday in the upper house that since the agreement was signed in December 2008, construction has 
commenced on three houses. 

(1) Is it a monumental failure that the minister has commenced construction on only three houses out of the 
295 planned? 

(2) How can the minister say that he will deliver 75 dwellings by 30 June next year when only three have 
commenced? 

(3) Why is every house costing more than $1 million each? 

(4) What is the $178 million of commonwealth money that is not being used for capital works purposes 
being used for?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

I thank the member for the question. 

(1)-(4) The member is right that the national partnership contract was signed—when did he say, late last year?  

Mr M. McGowan: December 2008. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: We received the first amount of money under that contract during June this year. 
Therefore, from June this year until now, three houses have been completed. 

Mr M. McGowan: Commenced. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Commenced. Other houses are under construction. The money therefore came in about 
three months ago. We have been working with the funding that we have to deliver housing. There are a number 
of issues, unfortunately, in delivering houses in remote Aboriginal communities; it is not as easy or as 
straightforward as we would have hoped.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Excuses, excuses! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I can say this: at a recent conference of housing ministers, the performance of Western 
Australia—albeit, in my view, not acceptable and in need of improvement—was as good as, if not better than, 
that of a number of other states. It is a serious issue that we are attempting to address. It would be fair to say that 
the jurisdiction in Australia that is best practice at the moment is Queensland. Our agency is working very hard 
to improve its outcomes. However, the money started to flow at the start of this financial year. Construction is 
commencing. We have given undertakings to the commonwealth on the number of dwellings that will be 
constructed this year, and we will be working hard to deliver on those targets. 

I also say that we are engaged very closely with the commonwealth. Jenny Macklin suggested—I believe it is a 
great suggestion—that a person from the commonwealth bureaucracy come across and work far more closely 
with our housing department, and we are working on that. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You have had commonwealth intervention; have you? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: No. There are a number of steps in place. The Leader of the Opposition can sit there and 
say that, but this is a very serious issue. 

We acknowledge that there is a lot of work to be done. The money started flowing at the start of this financial 
year, and we are starting to spend that money. We have issues about what we should do in some of these 
communities. In some communities for which we have funding to build houses, the unfortunate reality is that 
until we address some native title issues, we cannot access the land. That is not an excuse; it is just a matter that 
we have to work through, and we are working very closely with the commonwealth to do that. In other areas I 
have insisted—for example, in Balgo in the Kimberley—that, rather than build the types of houses that have 
always been built in Balgo, the department liaise far more closely with the local community to deliver 
appropriately designed houses. That process is underway. We have engaged with the University of Western 
Australia’s architecture school. Unfortunately, there have been four deaths of young men in Balgo this year and 
the process has been significantly delayed. However, we are looking at innovative ways from a local community 
level up to deliver better housing outcomes.  

Mr M. McGowan: Looking at? You signed the deal more than a year ago. 
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The member is right. It has been a slow start; I do not deny that. However, we have given 
undertakings this year to deliver a certain number of houses and we will do that.  
 


